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Merck KGaA and GTZ Form Strategic Alliance to Improve Chemicals 
Management in Southeast Asia 

• Partnership for sustainable development spans Thailand, Indonesia and 
the Philippines 

 
Darmstadt, December 8, 2009 – Merck KGaA announced today that it has formed a 
strategic alliance with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für technische Zusammenarbeit 
GmbH (German Technical Cooperation - GTZ) intended to improve laboratory 
chemicals waste management in Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines. Within the 
scope of a public private partnership (PPP) with the GTZ, Merck will be introducing 
over the next three years environmentally friendly, safe waste disposal systems for 
used packaging and chemicals from laboratory customers. These systems will be 
based on Merck’s Retrologistik® expertise in waste management. 
 
In Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines, differing logistic requirements and technical 
infrastructure have developed for returning and eco-friendly disposing of laboratory 
waste. Waste and raw materials are often disposed of through the sewer system and 
normal household waste. Frequently, people lack the knowledge to handle hazardous 
substances. This is where the joint PPP project enters into play. It aims both to 
promote the development policy goals of the GTZ and to facilitate the transfer of Merck 
know-how and technology.  
 
The closed-loop systems established in Europe for used chemicals – in particular the 
international Merck standard known as Retrologistik – constitute the master plan for 
introducing a safe disposal alternative into these three Southeast Asian countries. 
Tools are being developed to suit the regional circumstances and to provide a 
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foundation for determine optimal disposal and recycling methods. The project will be 
launched in 2010 and will continue over a three-year period. Plans include on-site 
training on how to safely handle, store and dispose of laboratory chemicals, with the 
success of these measures being reviewed as well. 
 
“The strategic alliance between GTZ and Merck is an important step in protecting 
people and the environment in Southeast Asia,” said Bernd Lunkenheimer, responsible 
at GTZ for the cooperation with Merck. “Due to its broad impact, the transfer of 
technology and know-how is of particular importance in terms of development policy.” 
The public private partnership between GTZ and Merck was also initiated by Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 
 
Dr. Andreas Rauh, Senior Vice President Laboratory Business at Merck, commented: 
“At Merck, product stewardship starts with research and doesn’t end with sales. 
Because of this, the principle of Retrologistik – the return and eco-friendly disposal of 
waste – is an important aspect of our corporate responsibility. I am all the more 
pleased that we can contribute Merck know-how to this project. It conforms with the 
development policy goals of the GTZ for environmental protection while simultaneously 
promoting sustainable development in these important countries.” 
 
About GTZ 
The federally owned Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GmbH is an 
international cooperation enterprise for sustainable development with worldwide operations. It provides 
viable, forward-looking solutions for political, economic, ecological and social development in a globalised 
world. Sometimes working under difficult conditions, GTZ promotes complex reforms and change 
processes. Its corporate objective is to improve people’s lives on a sustainable basis. 

 
 
 
All Merck Press Releases are distributed by e-mail at the same time they become available on 
the Merck Website. Please go to http://www.subscribe.merck.de to register online, change your 
selection or discontinue this service.  
 
Merck is a global pharmaceutical and chemical company with total revenues of € 7.6 billion in 2008, a 
history that began in 1668, and a future shaped by approximately 33,000 employees in 60 countries. Its 
success is characterized by innovations from entrepreneurial employees. Merck's operating activities come 
under the umbrella of Merck KGaA, in which the Merck family holds an approximately 70% interest and 
free shareholders own the remaining approximately 30%. In 1917 the U.S. subsidiary Merck & Co. was 
expropriated and has been an independent company ever since. 
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