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Merck Serono to Reconsider Development of Matuzumab in
Metastatic Colorectal Cancer Patients

Darmstadt, August 29, 2007 - Merck Serono, a division of Merck KGaA, announced today
that a phase Il trial investigating the humanized monoclonal antibody matuzumab in
combination with irinotecan in patients with metastatic colorectal cancer (nCRC) who had
already failed on multiple prior treatments, including irinotecan, has not met its predefined
endpoint of activity. Merck Serono is therefore reconsidering further development of
matuzumab in mMCRC at this stage.

Matuzumab is currently being co-developed and co-commercialized via a partnership
between Merck Serono and Takeda. Both companies share the view that the study results in
MCRC do not meet expectations. The companies are, however, continuing to study the drug
in other tumors including non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).

More than 370,000 people develop colorectal cancer in Europe every year, accounting for
13% of the total cancer burden and around 200,000 deaths.® Approximately 25% of patients
present with metastatic disease.? Five-year survival rates for patients with mCRC are as low
as 5%.°

References:

1. Parkin DM et al. CA Cancer J Clin 2005; 55: 72-108
2. GLOBOCAN. http://www-dep.iarc.fr/
3. Argiris A et al. Cancer 2004; 101: 2222-2229

Merck KGaA Page 1 of 2
Frankfurter Str. 250 Head External Communications -2386 Darmstadt Site -7109

64293 Darmstadt Business and Financial Media -9591 / -7144 Fax +49 (0) 6151 72-3138
Hotline +49 (0) 6151 72-5000 Fax +49 (0) 6151 72-7707 pressestelle@merck.de

www.merck.de media.relations@merck.de



' MERCK

News Release

Merck Press Releases are distributed by e-mail at the same time they become available on the Merck Website.
Please go to Please go to http://subscribe.merck.de to register online or change your selection. Discontinue this
service with http://unsubscribe.merck.de.

Merck is a global pharmaceutical and chemical company with sales of EUR 6.3 billion in 2006, a history that
began in 1668, and a future shaped by 35,214 employees in 63 countries. Its success is characterized by
innovations from entrepreneurial employees. Merck's operating activities come under the umbrella of Merck
KGaA, in which the Merck family holds an approximately 70% interest and free shareholders own the remaining
approximately 30%. In 1917 the U.S. subsidiary Merck & Co. was expropriated and has been an independent
company ever since.
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